


• 3 years Interreg project (01.06.2018 – 31.5.2021)

     >>> extended to 31.7.2021

• project lead: BOKU - Univ. Prof. Dr. Thomas Hein

• 12 Project Partners (PP) across the Danube region

+ 12 Associated Strategic Partners (ASP)

• contributes to programme priority SO 2.3:

Foster the restoration and management of ecological corridors

PP countries

ASP countries

overall budget: ca. 2.5 million €
ERDF & IPA contribution: ca. 2.1 million €



• (2) Provision of a strategy to conserve Danube sturgeon 
species, including an appropriate design of broodstock 
facilities.

Specific objectives of MEASURES

• (1) Identification & mapping of migratory fish habitats. 

• (3) Development of a harmonised & improved strategy 
(including prioritisation) for the re-connection of migratory 
fish habitats to secure and re-establish vital ecological 
corridors in the DRB to be implemented into policy and 
management plans. 



What have we achieved in 3 years of MEASURES 
project?>> This is how we started….

>> ….and this is how it ended!



WP T1 - Infosystem Eco-Corridors IBRA

Network of stakeholders

•National network: established in 8 partner countries (AT, HR, SK, SI, 
HU, RS, RO, BG)

•National workshops: 3 rounds with nat. and local authorities, HEI and 
research units, infrastructure and public service providers, 
aquaculture units and other interest groups

•Outcomes: included in WP T4 for defining needed measures and 
activities to secure Danube eco-corridors (Strategy for the Danube 
ecological corridor)



WP T1 - Infosystem Eco-Corridors IBRA

MEASURES Information System (MIS)

• Online data on migratory fish, habitats and Danube
• Linking done with:
− Freshwater Information Platform
− Danube Future Knowledge Base

• Linking to be elaborated with
− ICPDR Danube GIS



WP T2 - Mapping the Corridor DDNI

MAPS – data collection

• Potential sturgeon habitats
• Primary data collection:
− Identifying potential habitats (maps, historic 

data)
− At Danube and tributaries
− On site measurements and fishing activities

• Secondary data collection:
− Publications, grey literature, books, project 

reports, fisheries data, historic data etc.
− Collected by PPs



WP T2  DDNI

MAPS
• Current habitat data 

of known sturgeon 
observations in DRB

• Data included in 
updated DRBMP 
(public consultation 
started on 31st of 
March 2021)



WP T2  DDNI

DANUBE MIGRATORY FISH HABITAT MANUAL
• Chapters:

1. Migratory Fish in the Danube Region
2. Detection of potential key habitats and their spatial extension
3. Confirmation of habitats by the presence of species
4. Advantages and limitations of different methods
5. Estimated costs and personnel for fish habitat assessment methods

>>>>> Reviewers’ comments are edited!!



WP T3 - Strengthen Migratory Fish MATE

Activities

• Restocking of Russian sturgeon and sterlet done
• eDNA-sampling method developed for Russian 

sturgeon & sterlet 
• Collection of broodstock / ex-situ gene stocks
• Submitted: LIFE-boat4sturgeons



WP T4 Securing the Eco-Corridor BOKU

Strategy for the Danube ecological corridor

• Vital ecological corridors in the DRB through reconnection 
of migratory fish habitats for all migratory fish species

• Defined measures with:
− Suggestion of specific activities
− Definition of spatial & temporal scale



Contact:  measures_coord@boku.ac.at


