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Setting the Scene – The Tisza RB

www.interreg-danube.eu/jointisza
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June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary

Size of the Tisza River
Basin

157, 186 km2

Length of the Tisza 
River

966 km

Percentage of the TRB 
within the Danube
River Basin

19,5%

*Percentage of the Tisza River Basin in the Tisza countries
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Solid waste pollution – The origin of the waste

www.interreg-danube.eu/jointiszaJune 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary

• Effecting the quality of waters

• Having impact on human health

• Aesthetic pollution also effecting tourism along the Tisza River…
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Aesthetic pollution also effecting tourism along
the Tisza River

www.interreg-danube.eu/jointisza



Communal waste pollution intensity along the
Upper Tisza (2004-2017) 
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Pollution of the 2017 icy
flood was not

measurable

Since 2004 the 50 bottle/min pollution
intensity was exceeded 35 times along the

Tisza, 12 times along the Szamos and 1 time
along the Kraszna rivers (Based on data of 

Upper Tisza District Water Directorate) 



Communal waste in the Transcarpathian Region
Hydrotechnological Committee and Tisza EGTC information about the
Transcarpathian Region in 2016:

• 174 registered waste dumps (technical protection?, loaded in 75-85%)

• 213 mapped illegal landfills

• Around 3 mill. tons of waste

• 365 out of the 609 settlements has an operating waste management
system (mostly larger settlements on the plains)

• Locally existing selective waste collection

• Investment plan exists – no financial resources

• No recycling centre can be found in the Transcarpathian region

• The works at the Janosi recycling centre were not completed yet (test
run in December 2015) because of the lack of financial sources.

• Plans of three other recycling centres were prepared, but investments
cannot be started because of financial matters.
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Dealing with plastic waste pollution in international level
in the Tisza River Basin (2009-2011)

www.interreg-danube.eu/jointisza

Conclusion paper

(2009)

Integrated Tisza River Basin

Management Plan (2011)

UNDP/GEF Tisza MSP 

project – outcomes (2011)



Dealing with plastic waste pollution in international level
in the Tisza River Basin – EUSDR (2011 onwards)

www.interreg-danube.eu/jointisza

• Action6.10: To ensure
appropriate treatment of solid
waste

• Action 6.16 To build capacities 
of local authorities in the 
environment-related matters 

June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary

• addressing accidental pollution risks
(PA5) and water quality problems
(PA4)

• interested in solid waste and micro-
plastic pollution of rivers, or waste
transported by floods

http://groupspaces.com/WaterQuality/
https://danube-inco.net/object/news/15155
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The Integrated Tisza River Basin Management Plan

June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary

• Developed by the ICPDR Tisza 
Group in 2007-2011;

• ICPDR Tisza Group is an 
international body within ICPDR 
and serves as a platform for 
strengthening cooperation, 
coordination and information 
exchange among relevant 
institutions in the Tisza River Basin;

• Since 2014 the Hungary-based Tisza 
Office also helps the work of the 
ICPDR Tisza Group.

• The plan was developed according
to the concept set in the Water
Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL WELFARE
Spatial Development , Land use and management

GOOD STATUS OF WATERS
GOOD STATUS OF ECOSYSTEM

Water quality Water quantity
Impacts

Nutrient
pollution

Organic
pollution

Hazardous
substances
pollution

Hydromorphological
alteration

Flood and 
excess water

Climate changes

Water scarcity
and drought

WATER MANAGEMENT

Measures of 
Integrated

Management

Interlinkages between water quality and quantity related
management issues identified by the ICPDR Tisza Group



Priority pressures and impacts in connection to the
integrated water quality and water quantity issues
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Hydromorphological pressures due to river engineering (related to flood protection
measures)

Accidental pollution due to flooding

Loss of wetlands

Solid waste

Groundwater depletion due to over abstraction /Increased irrigation and related surface
abstraction



How to manage plastic waste pollution in the TRB –
recommendations of the ITRBMP

• Despite national regulations, solid waste remains a problem in the 
Tisza River Basin, mainly due to illegal waste disposal in the 
mountainous area in the Upper Tisza Basin. 

• A high-level roundtable conference on 25 March 2009 about ‘Solid 
communal waste treatment and preventing transboundary water 
pollution’ called attention to the importance of this problem, and 
the problem is further investigated under the UNDP/GEF Tisza MSP
demonstration projects, and possible solutions

• Two demonstration projects for plastic waste recycling were
implemented in Ukraine and Romania.

• The Ukrainian results will be introduced in the coming presentation.
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Solid Waste pollution related conclusions and 
suggested measures adderssed in the ITRBMP

• Inappropriate disposal of solid waste on river banks is a global
issue that is a particular problem in the Upper Tisza River Basin
resulting in the need to remove hundreds of tons of waste
plastic bottles from the main river per year.

• Measures ranging from education and awareness, river clean-up
actions to installing collection and recycling facilities are
available and lessons learned replicated and taken into account.

• Suggested to continue with the education and awareness
raising, the collection and recycling actions.

• WHAT IS NEXT?
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The JOINTISZA Project
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Basic data

• Number of partners: 17 (10 ERDF, 2 IPA and 5 ASPs) – MFAT 
partner

• Project Budget: 2,254,126.80 €

• Project Duration: January 2017 - June 2019.

• Project Lead Partner: General Directorate of Water 
Management - Hungary (OVF)

• Project Manager: Mr Balázs Horváth and 

• Contact Details: jointisza@ovf.hu

• Funded by: INTERREG Danube Transnational Programme -
European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) and national funds

• Official website of the project: 

• http://www.interreg-danube.eu/approved-projects/jointisza
June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary

mailto:jointisza@ovf.hu
http://www.interreg-danube.eu/approved-projects/jointisza


The JOINTISZA Project
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Objectives

• To strengthen approaches and cooperation among the relevant
actors of the river basin management planning process especially
actors of flood risk prevention/flood protection sector to enhance
the status of waters of the basin.

Expected deliverables

• Improved GIS database for the Tisza river and its tributaries 

• Final draft of the update of the ITRBMP

• Urban Hydrology pilot action

• Training of best management on urban hydrology

• Drought and climate change pilot action

• Enhanced Stakeholder involvement, development of Public 
Involvement and Participation StrategyJune 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary



The JOINTISZA Project
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• MFAT, as partner of the JOINTISZA project committed itself to
facilitate dissemination activities within the project and to be 
involved in the development of the update of the ITRBMP.

• The today event main objective is to make also steps towards the
implementation of the first ITRBMP (via awareness raising) and to
outline additional outputs to the updated document in relation to
the issue on plastic waste.

• As a next step the JOINTISZA project will also launch a boat during
the PET CUP to be organised in 4-12 August 2018 (6th occassion) in 
the Upper Tisza Basin in Hungary.

June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary



The JOINTISZA INTERNATIONAL BOAT – Let’s act together
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•

June 6, 2018 | Budapest, Hungary



Thank you for your attention!


