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LIFE + :  General Objectives 

“to develop, test and demonstrate policy or 

management approaches, best practices and 

solutions, including development and demonstration 

of innovative technologies, to environmental 

challenges, suitable for being replicated, transferred 

or mainstreamed, including with respect to the link 

between the environment and health, and in support 

of resource efficiency-related policy and legislation, 

including the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient 

Europe” 

• LIFE co-finances environmental actions 



Funding facts 

LIFE I (1992-1995):                  €400 million 

LIFE II (1996-1999):                  €450 million 

LIFE III (2000-2004):                 €640 million 

LIFE III Extension (2005-2006):     €317 million 

LIFE + (2007-2013):                       €2,143 billion 

New LIFE (2014-2020)      € €3,456.7  billion (2,592.5 billion 

      for ENV  sub 

      programme) 

 

 



1.2 Structure and budget for LIFE 2014-

2020 

 Creation of two sub-programmes: 

 

 LIFE sub-programme for Environment, including as  

priorities areas environment and resource efficiency, nature  

and biodiversity, and governance and information 

  

•   LIFE sub-programme for Climate Action, including 
as priorities areas adaptation, mitigation and governance and  

information 

 

• Budget: €3,456.7 million (€2,592.5 m for ENV, €864.2 m  

 for CLIMA) 



 



Union contribution to the multiannual work 

programme 2014-2017 

 
The maximum contribution to the LIFE multiannual work programme for 

2014-17 is set at EUR 1 796 242 000 and shall be used to finance 

the relevant sub-programmes and priority areas as follows: 

(1)an overall amount of EUR 1 347 074 499 for the sub-programme for 

Environment which shall be divided as follows: 

(a)EUR 495 845 763 for the priority area ‘Environment and Resource 

Efficiency’; 

(b) EUR 610 068 900 for the priority area ‘Nature and Biodiversity’; 

(c)EUR 162 999 836 for the priority area ‘Environmental Governance and 

Information’; 

(d) EUR 78 160 000 for related support expenditure; 

 
COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION of 19 March 2014  on the adoption of the 

LIFE multiannual work programme for 2014-17 (2014/203/EU) 



1.3 Sub-programme for Environment 

 
Thematic Priorities for funding (defined in Annex III): 

• Thematic Priorities for Nature and for Biodiversity; 

• Thematic Priorities for Water, including the marine environment; 

• Thematic Priorities for Waste; 

• Thematic Priorities for Resource Efficiency, including soil and  

• forests and green and circular economy; 

• Thematic Priorities for Environment and Health, including  

• chemicals and noise; 

• Thematic Priorities for Air Quality and Emissions, including the  

• urban environment; 

• Thematic Priorities for Information and Governance 

To be translated into project topics for funding in the Multiannual work 

programme  



All projects under this priority area shall therefore be either 

pilot or demonstrative projects within the meaning of 

Article 18 (a) and (b) of the LIFE Regulation, but cannot 

focus on research. With regard to demonstrative projects 

under this priority area and covered by one of the project 

topics listed below, priority shall be given to projects 

that put into practice, test, evaluate and disseminate 

actions, methodologies or approaches that are new or 

unknown Union wide. 

 

 



LIFE Regulation Annex III 

 
(a) Thematic priorities for Water, including the marine environment: activities for the 

implementation of the specific objectives for water set out in the Roadmap for a Resource-

Efficient Europe and the 7th Environment Action Programme, in particular: 

(i) integrated approaches for the implementation of Directive 2000/60/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council  (11); 

(ii) activities for the implementation of the Directive 2007/60/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council  (12); 

(iii) activities for the implementation of the programme of measures of the Directive 

2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council  (13) with a view to 

achieving good environmental status of marine waters; 

(iv) activities to ensure safe and efficient use of water resources, improving quantitative 

water management, preserving a high level of water quality and avoiding misuse and 

deterioration of water resources 
 

 



 

 
Priority to the following projects: 

Water, floods and drought — Annex III, Section A, points (a)(i)-(ii) 

 1. Planning and establishment in urban and rural areas of natural water retention measures 

that increase infiltration, storage of water and remove pollutants through natural, or ‘natural-

like’ processes and thereby contribute to the achievement of the WFD and the Floods 

Directive (FD) objectives and to drought management in water scarce regions. 

2. Projects promoting flood and drought risk management through (a) extreme event 

prevention and protection tools for support of policy, land use planning and emergency 

management and (b) integrated risk assessment and management approaches based on 

resilience and social vulnerability, and ensuring social acceptance. 

3. Projects to allow the achievement of WFD objectives by addressing hydro morphological 

pressures identified in River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) and originating from land 

use or in-river use, 

4. Projects that address integrated management of nutrients and organic pollution of human 

and agricultural origin in a way that clarifies the measures needed on a river basin or 

catchment scale to allow for the achievement of the WFD and MSFD requirements, 

including the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive, Nitrates Directive, Bathing waters 

Directive and Groundwater Directive requirements. 

5. Projects addressing pressures from chemical pollutants in the water environment and 

aimed at reducing emissions of priority substances at source, through the use of appropriate 

substitutes or alternative technologies. 

6. Projects renaturalising river, lake, estuary and coastal morphology and/or recreating 

associated habitats including flood- and marsh-plains, to allow the achievement of WFD 

and FD objectives. 

7. Projects that implement water saving measures to reduce the quantitative and qualitative 

pressures on water bodies in water stressed basins on the basis of hydro-economic models. 

 



Water Industry — Annex III, Section A, point (a)(iv) 

 
1. Projects aiming at developing technologies for drinking water and urban waste water 

treatment systems, through the use of resource efficient processes for the provision of 

water services (e.g. aiming to reduce energy consumption for the treatment and 

management of water, and water losses) and onsite procedures and control processes to 

diminish or eliminate discharges of emerging pollutants and pathogens as part of 

wastewater treatment effluents. 

2. Projects implementing tools (e.g. planning, decentralised systems, risk-based approaches) 

to ensure the efficient provision of water services that are compliant with the Drinking 

Water Directive and the Urban Waste Water Directive in areas of low population 

density. 

3. Projects aiming at more efficient and effective, innovative solutions and/or treatment 

options regarding recycled/reclaimed water, developing and demonstrating: 

Innovative concepts for (alternative) water supply, wastewater treatment, reuse and recovery 

of resources;  

Source control methods and cost-effective on-site technologies for discharges of emerging 

pollutants and pathogens into the wastewater treatment system;  

Water treatment innovation hubs, in regions that currently lack of appropriate sewer systems 

and treatment and sanitation facilities, applying smart technologies and decentralised systems 

with a focus on alternative water sources. 

Systematic approaches to avoid loss of water, energy and resources in industrial production 

and water and wastewater infrastructure. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Directive   No of projects 

Framework 

2000/60/EC Water Framework 113 

2008/56/EC Marine Strategy 28 

96/61/EC and 2010/75/EU 
Integrated Pollution 

Prevention 
12 

2007/60/EC Flood Risk 8 

Pollution 

91/271/EEC Urban Waste Water 28 

91/676/EEC Nitrates from Agriculture 25 

76/464/EEC; 80/68/EEC; 06/11/EC 
Discharge of Pollution 20 

2006/118/EC Groundwater 14 

2008/105/EC EQS 2 

Aquatic Organisms 

 2006/44 
Fresh Waters to Support 

Fish 
18 

2006/113/EC Shellfish 1 

Human Health 

98/83/EC Drinking Water 8 

2006/7/EC Bathing Water 3 

 

 



Number of Life projects related to specific 

legislation (2005-2010) 
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Recommendations 

• Think about it: 

 - What the aim is exactly  

 - With whom, how, when, where, and for 

how much it can be implemented  

 - Which financing mechanism suits the 

project the best  

ONLY AFTER THAT you should start.  



What makes a good project ?  
• Clear targets: the project is ready and only co-financing 

is needed 

• Connection between the aims, actions and expected 
results 

• Results can be measured and visible  

• Partnership is effective  

• Deadlines of results and milestones are correctly 
planned  

• Plan and calculate ahead for risks and alternative 
solutions  

• Good disseminations strategy  

• Expertise, promptness, flexibility and patience 

 



• CALL PAGE:  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/l

ife2014/index.htm 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2014/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2014/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2014/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2014/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/life2014/index.htm


 



HORIZON 2020 



H2020 Climate, environment, resource efficiency 

and raw materials 

 • Budget of €3 Billion over 7 years for projects that 

• enable the deployment of innovative systemic solutions for achieving a climate-

smart, competitive low-carbon and resource efficient economy; 

• support innovative and sustainable nature-based solutions to green our cities, 

restore biodiversity and ecosystems and make land use sustainable; 

• promote the science basis and the market for global earth observation and 

climate services, supporting climate action and adaptation to climate change and 

variability; 

• support measures implementing the raw materials agenda; and 

• contribute to the protection of European natural capital and heritage. 

• •Call 2015 – deadline and budgets of forthcoming calls 

• Call Deadlines: 21/04/2015 & 8/09/2015 

• Call – Waste: €58m; Call – Water: €96m; Call – Growing a low carbon, 

resource efficient economy with a sustainable supply of raw materials: 

€185m 

• Info Day at the Borschette foreseen on 17/11/2014 

• Enquiries: RTD-H2020-SC5-CALLS-2014-2015@ec.europa.eu 



 

 

 

GOOD LUCK! 


