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Challenges and future directions 



Setting the scene 

• DRBMP – Update 2015 – priorities for water management in the DRB  

• Ministerial Declaration (2016) – political mandate for ICPDR 

• Significant Water Management Issues in the DRB (pollution related):  

 Organic pollution – wastewater management 

 Nutrient pollution – sustainable agriculture 

 Hazardous substances pollution – modelling and monitoring 

 Accidental pollution – risk assessment and tailings 
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Wastewater management – 
planned activities 

• Workshop on wastewater management (28-29 Nov 2017, Bucharest) 

 Financing: investment planning, how to identify funding sources, 

ensuring operational costs, cost-recovery & affordability 

 Capacity building: strengthening local management, administration and 

operational capacity 

 Technology: wastewater and sludge reuse, small treatment facilities, 

fourth treatment stage, biogas utilisation 

• Cooperation with IAWD, World Bank, EUSDR, EC, EIB and GWP 

• Bringing together administration and water utilities for joint dialogue 

• Setting up a roadmap for future activities (specific seminars and trainings) 

• Report and public brochure to be elaborated on the outcomes 
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Sustainable agriculture – 
planned activities 

• Development of a guidance document on sustainable agriculture to 

reduce nutrient pollution from diffuse sources in the DRB 

 To decouple pollution from agricultural development 

 To recommend sound policy instruments, programs and targeted, cost-

efficient agricultural measures  

 To ensure fresh & marine water protection and competitiveness of 

agriculture & vitality of rural areas 

• Compilation of agricultural knowledge base  (policy implementation and 

economic study) – to be finalised in autumn 2017, basis for the guidance 

• Spring 2018 and 2019: two workshops to be organised for stakeholder 

discussions towards the guidance, to be co-organised by EUSDR 

• Voluntary commitment to the UN Ocean Conference (SDG 14) 



Hazardous substances 
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Modelling and monitoring 
of HS pollution – 
planned activities 

• Closing knowledge gaps as priority (stepwise approach) 

• Development of a pre-study for hazardous substances pollution in the 

Danube River Basin 

 Pre-selecting substances of interest, defining case study areas, 

choosing appropriate model, investigating data availability, develop 

project proposal 

 Application for Danube Strategic Project Funds for further support  

• Implementation of a large project (2018-, HORIZON 2020, DTP 3rd call?) 

 Smart monitoring & basin-wide modelling, control measures 

• Cooperation with SOLUTIONS Project on wastewater treatment plant 

monitoring (specific sampling and analysis, autumn 2017) 

 

 



Accidental pollution – 
current status (hot-spots) 
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Accident prevention – 
planned activities 

• Finalisation of the inventories of accident risk hot-spots (Accident Risk 

Sites and Contaminated Sites) 

• Technical report to be finished in autumn 2017 

• Public report on accident prevention and control in the DRB in 2018 

• Planned project on tailings management facilities related to mining and 

industrial tailing activities (2018-2019) in cooperation with UNECE 

 Basin-wide risk assessment on tailing ponds and prioritisation 

 Promoting checklists and catalogue of measures 

 Regional training courses for operators and inspectors (RO and RS) 



Thank you for your attention!  

For more information please visit the ICPDR website: 

http://www.icpdr.org 


