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Danube River 

Protection Convention 

signed 29 June 1994, Sofia (Bulgaria) 

Protection of water & 

ecological resources 

Sustainable use 

of water 

Reduce nutrients & 

hazardous substances 

ICPDR coordinates implementation of  

EU Water Framework Directive & EU 

Floods Directive on basin-wide level 

Manage floods 

& ice hazards 



EU Water Framework Directive 

Step-wise implementation 

2000 WFD entered into force 

2003 Legal transposition into national legislation 

2004 Characterisation and analysis on pressures, impacts and water uses 

 (1st Analysis Report) 

2006 Establishment of monitoring programs 

2008 Draft 1st River Basin Management Plan and launch of public consultation 

2009 Finalisation 1st River Basin Managment Plan incl. Program of Measures 

2012 Report on Implementation of Program of Measures 

2013 Update Analysis Report 

2014 Draft 2nd River Basin Management Plan and launch of public consultation 

2015 Finalisation 2nd River Basin Management Plan incl. Program of Measures 

... 

2021 Finalisation 3rd River Basin Management Plan incl. Program of Measures 

… 

2027 Last deadline for achievement of WFD objective “good status” 



 WFD planning period 2015 – 2021 

 6 months public consultation 

 Includes lates pressures assessment 

 Includes latest monitoring data 

 Joint Program of Measures 2015-2021 

 To be adopted by ICPDR on 1-2 

December 2015 

 To be endorsed at ICPDR Ministerial 

Conference on 9 February 2016 

Danube River Basin 

Management Plan 2015 - 2021 
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Part A International, basin-wide level - the roof level (Danube) 

Part B National level and/or the internationally coordinated sub-

 basin level for selected sub-basins (e.g. Sava and Tisza) 

Part C Sub-unit level, defined as management units in the 

 national territory. 
 

The information increases in detail from Part A to Parts B and C. 

Coordination mechanisms 

WFD River Basin 

Management Planning is 

based on three levels of 

coordination 
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Danube River Basin 

Significant Water Management 

Issues – “the key pressures” 

Organic  

Pollution 

Nutrient  

Pollution 

Hazardous 

Substances Pollution 
Hydromorphological 

Alterations 

 Priorities for actions – defined via results Analysis 

Report (pressures assessment) and public involvement 

 Re-discussed every 6 years (2 years before deadline for 

next River Basin Management Plan) 



Ecological status: ~ 25% good or above  

Monitoring Results 

Ecological & Chemical Status 
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Chemical status: ~ 70% good  
*excluding mercury in biota 



Risk assessment 

Main reasons for risk to fail 
achieving „good status“ 

Organic, nutrients, hazardous substances pollution, hydromorph. alterations 

Approx. equal share of reasons for risk to fail „good status“ 

Range of measures in need to be implemented 



Example 

Urban Wastewater Treatment 



Example Measures: Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Reference situation 2005/2006 
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Example Measures: Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Reference situation 2011/2012 
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Example Measures: Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Baseline scenario 2021 
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▪ Significant progress in emission reduction 

 Almost 900 agglomerations with improved UWW infrastructure 

by 2015 (construction, extension and upgrade) 

 Additional 1.000 to come - half under construction 

▪ Further efforts to be taken for full UWWT Directive implementation 
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Progress and remaining pressures 

Example wastewater treatment 



 Further investments in sewer systems and urban 

wastewater treatment (UWWTD) 

 Reduction of pollution from industrial sources (BAT) 

 Expected reduction of organic emmissions by half and 

further reduction of nutrient emissions 

Example Joint Program of 

Measures 2015 - 2021 
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BOD COD 

2021 2021 



Example 

Agriculture 

Credit: BMLFUW 



2009 

Agriculture 
(EU Nitrates Directive: Application Action Programs) 
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2015 

Agriculture 
(EU Nitrates Directive: Application Action Programs) 
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Expected improvements 2021 

Nutrient emissions via point 

sources and diffuse pathways 

Expected emission reduction: UWWTP: 10% (TN) and 17% (TP), agriculture: 6% and 4% 

2021 



Example 

Hydromorphology 



Natural Driver/Pressure HYMO alteration 
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Example hydromorphological alterations 

Fish migration aids 

• Progress made: 120+ fish migration aids completed in 2015 

• Construction of additional 140+ fish migration aids until 2021 

• Securing funding for full Iron Gates feasibility study 



Further measures to improve 

river hydromorphology 

• Improvement of river morphology (river bed, riparian zones) 

• Reconnection of 15,000+ ha of wetlands/floodplains 

• Improvement of impoundments, ensuring ecological flows, 

addressing hydropeaking 

• Sustainability of future infrastructure projects (i.e. flood 

protection measures, inland navigation, hydropower) 



• European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

• European Social Fund (ESF) 

• Cohesion Fund (CF) 

• European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 

• European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) 

• LIFE 

• INTERREG V/European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) 

• European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) 

• Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA II) 
 

+ National funds, Horizon 2020, WB, GEF, EIB, EBRD, ... 

DRBM Plan: Chapter 8.5 & Annex 17 

Key EU funding instruments 



Strategic projects 
Of key relevance for ICPDR and PA4/5 

Danube Sediment Project 

(on sediment quantity! – current DTP call 2015) 
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Tisza Project 

(current DTP call 2015) 

Danube Floodplain Project 

(expected for upcoming DTP call 2016) 



DRBM Plan: Chapter 8.5 & Annex 17 

Key EU funding instruments 



DRBM Plan: Chapter 8.5 & Annex 17 

Key EU funding instruments 



Example: 

Structural Funds 
eligibility 

DRBM Plan: Chapter 8.5 & Annex 17 

Key EU funding instruments 



Conclusions/Remarks 

 The Danube River Basin Management Plan 2015  

- Milestone for EU Water Framework Directive implementation 

- Elaborated (and agreed) by the Danube countries 

- Sets water management priorities for the Danube basin-wide level 

- Outlines key measures to be implemented until 2021 

 Range of measures – significant need for financing  

 How to best utilise existing funding instruments? 

 How to strengthen capacities for utilisation of existing funds? 

 How to ensure funding of measures also in Non-EU Member States? 
 

How can these efforts be further supported? 



Thank you very much! 

 

For more information please consult the ICPDR website 

http://www.icpdr.org 

ICPDR Secretariat  /  Vienna International Centre, D0412  /  P.O. Box 500  /  1400 Vienna  /  Austria  

Phone +43 1 26060-5738  /  Fax +43 1 26060-5895  /  icpdr@unvienna.org  /  www.icpdr.org 
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