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The Danube River Basin

✓ 800.000 km²

✓ 10% of surface Continental Europe

✓ 19 countries

✓ 79 million people 

✓ Role model in transboundary cooperation 



Transforming Diversity into Cooperation Commitment

The Convention was signed by 12 Contracting Parties

Only 1 was an EU Member State back then: Germany

1995: Followed by Austria in 1995

2000: EU Water Framework Directive enforced; 

Obligatory implementation for EU MS and Accession countries

2004: CZ, HU, SI, SK become EU MS

2007: BG, RO become EU MS

2013: HR becomes EU MS

High diversity of ICPDR CPs: 9 EU MS / 5 Non EU MS

▪ Economy, history and politics

Different legal basis transformed in more cooperation

▪ Sofia Declaration signed in 2000

▪ Non EU MS implement EU WFD/FD as far as possible

▪ Learning from each other 



Cooperation with EUSDR

▪ EUSDR

o Seeking coherence between existing funds, institutions and policies

o Providing coordination in the alignment of funding

o Strengthening synergies and complementarities while avoiding 

duplication or overlapping of activities coordinated by ICPDR

▪ ICPDR

o Legal basis of cooperation in the entire field of water management

o Covering both technical work and political steering

o Playing a key role in the implementation of the Danube Strategy, in close 

coordination with the Priority Areas 1A, 4, 5 and 6

Joint Paper on Cooperation (2014) – Mandate & Tasks



K
ü
n
ze
lm

an
n

, U
FZ

K
ü
n
ze
lm

an
n

, U
FZ

R
ed

sl
u

d
ge

.b
m

.h
u

V
er

b
u

n
d

IC
P

D
R

/M
el

lo
Accident Warning SystemJoint Danube Survey Sustainable Hydropower

Climate Change StrategyTransnational Monitoring Greener Navigation
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Sustainable Agriculture

Tailings Management

Challenges and Activities

Stakeholder Involvement/ 

Public Participation

Joint identification and tackling / Sharing Information



2021 / 3rd Edition

2021 / 2nd Edition

Transforming National RBM Approaches into Basin-Wide Ones 



5 Significant Water Management Issues

Transforming National RBM Plans into Basin-Wide Ones 



Achievements: Improving Basin-Wide Wastewater Treatment 

Urban Wastewater Treatment 2009 Improved Urban Wastewater Treatment 2021



Improving Wastewater Treatment/Water Status: Progress 2009 - 2021

- 30% nitrogen 

emissions

- 50% 
phosphorous 

emissions

Investments € 28 billion

Wastewater Infrastructure 45 million PE / appr. 6000 projects

Ongoing/Planned Projects 26 million PE

Investments € 12 billion

Nutrient Removal 35 million PE / appr. 1700 projects

Ongoing/Planned Projects 13 million PE

Agricultural Best Practices > € 95 billion

- 60% organic 

emission



Transforming National RBM Approaches into Basin-Wide Ones 

2008: Protecting our Flagship species the Sturgeon – Task Force

2023: Feasibilty options to make Iron Gate Dams I&II passable for fish

2022 onwards: Work on Feasibilty for Gabcikovo passability

Aim: Connect 1.800 km of the Danube itself and to the Black Sea

800 km



Transforming News Challenges into Basin-Wide Action

2018

▪ Clear trend in increasing temperatures and less 

precipitation over last 30 years

▪ Drought events and low flows in rivers became increasingly 

frequent

▪ Economic losses are linked to drought events
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▪ Internal ICPDR workshop on Droughts and Low Water Levels 

in the DRB on 16 June 2023

▪ Drought Risk and Management Workshop, Bucharest, 30 – 31 

October 2023

▪ EUSDR Climate Conference, Budapest, 28 November 2023

ICPDR Overview Report on Droughts and 

Low Water Level to be developed by mid 2024 



▪ ICPDR’s management continuously transformed over time to 

involve stakeholders 

▪ 24 Observers

2004: First Danube Day celebrated

2007: Joint Statement on Navigation & Environment

2013: Guiding Principles on DRB Sustainable Hydropower Development

2021: Policy Paper & Guiding Principles on Sustainable Agriculture

Future: Ensure involvement of  water users in context 

of climate change to ensure equitable water use

Stakeholder Involvement
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Sustainable Hydropower

Sustainable Navigation

Sustainable Agriculture



Danube River Basin - Way into the Future

Continue reacting to challenges with transformation

▪ Basin-wide cooperation is the key tool

Economic and climate change situation is a challenge in DRB

▪ Observe possible hampers on cooperation and counteract flexibly with will & trust

▪ Ensure adaptation to fast changing conditions in a faster/more flexible way

▪ Identify & respond to current and future challenges so that ICPDR and Danube

▪ Stays a connector and leave no single country behind

▪ Stays a champion in cooperation – also in the future

▪ Stays a transparent information sharing platform



Thank You For Your Attention!

www.icpdr.org

http://www.icpdr.org/
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