
Waste pollution in the 
Danube River Basin

Kálmán Szanyi

For the Nature- and Environmental Protection - PAPILIO

Velyka Dobron, Ukraine

12th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the 

Danube Region

Brdo

25th of October



For the Nature - and Environmental Protection -
PAPILIO

A non-profit organisation Works in Transcarpathia, Ukraine

Founded in 2014 by young scientists



Main Aims of the Association

To learn and spread the natural 
resources and folk traditions of 
Transcarpathia

To plan, manage and 
implement theoretical and 
practical ecological research.

To spread the ecological 
attitude on various events and 
in written materials. 

To provide environmental and 
ecological education on the 
Transcarpathian educational 
institutions. 

To plan and implement various 
camps, awareness-raising events, 
roundtables on environmental and 
nature protection. 

To develop environmentally 
friendly forest and grassland 
management.









Tid(y)Up Danube Interreg Project
• 07.2020-12.2022

• 7 countries, 10 partners



Waste reduction toolkit materials

Waste reduction workshops/forums

Awareness raising movie

Joint protocol for plastic waste monitoring 

Transnational River Cleanup handguide

Policy guidance on managing plastic pollution in the DRB

Hotspot localisation database/pollution map

Pilot actions

Floating exhibition (FLEX)



Hotspot localisation activity

• More than 100 riverine kilometres

• 141 recorded polluted points

• 3 watercourses:

• Tisza River

• Latorica River

• Borzhava River



Borzhava River Latorica River

Tisza River









Clean-Up Activity
Selected hotspot on the Latorica river

300 m long waste dam

Serious damage on the aquatic ecosystem

Especially on the fish fauna
Ecological problem



Clean-Up Action

Three-day event between 13th and 15th 

of May, 2022

79 participants

More than 3 tons of waste were collected











Further actions
• 17th of September, 2022

• 29th of September, 2022



What about the future?

Professional Partnerhips Maintaining the continuity



Thank you for the attention!

Kálmán Szanyi
For the Nature- and Environmental Protection – PAPILIO

szanyikalman@gmail.com, 
papilio.termeszetvedelem@gmail.com

+3620/4593281
www.papilioegyesület.org
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